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As many of you will undoubtedly know, I am a keen football fan. In fact it would be fair to say that I like most sports. For football and rugby fans the season is drawing to a close. Some fans will be delighted at their team’s performance throughout the season, others will be disappointed. Some teams will have won trophies, other teams will be demoted from their league. For all fans, whether their team has performed good or bad, they look forward to the new season with a quiet confidence. They want their team to achieve success in the coming season. For that to happen there must be investment by the club, the players and the supporters. The club must invest in new players, in better facilities, if they are going to achieve their goals; winning some silverware. The players must invest time in getting into shape, practicing their skills and gelling as a team. The supporters must invest in terms of supporting their club financially, and vocally from the stands.

As the congregation of ‘First Presbyterian Church, Donaghadee’, of which we are all equal team members, what is our goal, what silverware are we aiming for? Well it would be very easy to list our goals in terms of numbers coming in to church, numbers in our youth and children’s organisations etc. However, we need to focus closely on our number one priority, or goal. It is not a priority that the session have decided on, it is not a goal that our wider denomination have decided on. It is a goal that our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ has given us. In Matthew Chapter 28 Jesus tells us to go and make disciples of all nations. Having established that as our number one priority we can then look to how we are going to do that. We can look back to the last year and be satisfied with what we have achieved as a congregation, but we must not think for one minute that we are anywhere near finished, for the task of making disciples is a continual one.

So as one season draws to a close, let’s look forward to next season with a quiet confidence. But let me also say that we as a congregation need to keep investing. This can be achieved in two ways. Firstly through investing in time. We have plenty of little jobs here and there in the church. We have plenty of activities that need some time investment. So, please consider offering your time to help out. Don’t be shy! The more people we have helping out the more the burden is shared. Over the next few moths we will be asking for volunteers, so it’s time to put that foot forward.

The second investment is financial. We need to make an increase in our giving. The biblical principle of giving is one tenth of your income, but I would simply ask that you give as much as you can afford. Again, the more we give the more the burden is shared.

On a personal note, I want to thank each and every one of you for this past year, and for helping Debra and me settle in so quickly. We want to thank you for your encouragement and your very warm friendship. It is that warmth of friendship that will help grow our congregation and help us to achieve our number one priority.








Colin

Deaths   ‘At rest with the Lord’
Mrs Ellen Southern, 1 Erindee Drive, Donaghadee.           
6th April 2011

Mrs Olive (Kay) McKenzie, 5 Victoria Crescent, D’dee.
6th April 2011

Mrs Maureen McGibney, 1 Mount Royal Apts., D’dee.      27th April 2011

Miss Janet McKechnie, 58c Beechfield Drive, D’dee.   
 5th May 2011

As a Congregation, we express our sincere sympathy 
to their grieving families and friends.
New Clerk of Session

It is with special pleasure that I welcome Mr Sandy Dalzell as my successor in the role of Clerk of Session. Sandy was elected by secret ballot by members of Session at their April meeting and will take up the reins formally at the end of May.  Having been Hon. Secretary for many years, Sandy is already well known in the congregation and as the former Postmaster in the town he is also well known in the wider community. He is also a keen bowler and serves on various School Boards and Presbytery Sub committees.  With such a wealth of experience and his friendly, outgoing personality, Sandy is well fitted for the new position and I take the opportunity to thank him for graciously accepting the nomination and also to wish him every blessing and happiness as he continues to serve God’s Kingdom in First Donaghadee.








Tom Johnston
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Church Flowers 

Flower Rota
June  - 
 Debra Anderson 

July - 

Christine Rankin & Anne Johnston


August  - 
Judith Purdy & Joan McKeag

September - 
Christine Rankin & Hannah Irwin

Flowers have been kindly donated by: -

June

5th  

Sunday School

12th 
Ken Lennox

19th 

Gina Weston


26th
Judy Neville

July

3rd 
 
Doreen Spencer

10th 
Biddy Bunting

17th 

Elvera Withers

24th 
Kathleen Jameson

31st 

Judith Purdy

August
7th   

Emma Bell


14th  
Sarah Bunting

 

21st  
 
Bob Barr


28th  
Doris Erskine
 

September

4th   

Sandra McClure

11th  
Hannah Irwin

18th  

Audrey Ferris


25th 
Bill Vance

Letter of thanks for Church flowers received from – Marion & Billy Moore
Debra Anderson / Judith Purdy
Sunday Services – June, July and August

Members of the congregation are reminded that as from 5th June our Sunday Morning services will start at 11.00am and that there will be no evening services during these months.

Freewill Offering Rota   

May
        T. Johnston,   W. McCausland,   W. Leighton,   Mrs E. Burch

June
        G. Purdy,   K. Lennox,   R. Barr,   K. Morrison
July             J. McClure,  W. Vance,  Mrs E. Leighton,  Mrs R. Martin 


August         R. Black,  M. Boyd,  Mrs A. Wright,  Mrs H. Irwin
September   C. Adair,  S. Donaldson,  Mrs A. Johnston,  Mrs C. Rankin
Financial Notes
Freewill Offering 2011
Contributions to FWO and Sunday Collections up to 15 May 2011 are as follows:-


FWO & Sunday Collections:  £  19,880.16


Stipend:                                   £       330.00 


Total:
                                    £  20,210.16

Total for the same period in 2010 was £17,534.10 so we are ₤2,676.06 (or 13.5%) up on the year to date.

United Appeal 

Our Target of Honour contribution to the United Appeal for 2011 has been set at £6,842, an increase of 11% on the 2010 target. In 2010 we fell short of our target by 10.4%. To date (ie to 15 May) we have reached £1,127, a decrease of 22.0% on the same period in 2010.  It is hoped that the situation will improve as the year proceeds. The next envelopes for United Appeal are issued with this Newsletter – see separate note.
Students’ Bursary Fund Donations

Contributions to the Students’ Bursary Fund at the Service of Ordination and Installation of our new elders on Sunday, 8th May at 7pm was ₤358.10.

Open Doors

The amount raised by the retiring offering following the service on 8th May was £277.  The Open Doors charity is engaged in the work of providing bibles to the Chinese Christian community and the one for which Daniel Watts is currently working in China.











Rob McQuiston
Property Fund 2011

Property Fund income from contributions, events, etc up to 30 April 2011 is as follows:-

Property Fund envelopes:
£      2553.00
Other income:


£      1625.00 

Total:



£      4178.00

A recent addition to the other income is another impressive £215 from the quiz in April. Again, a great effort from all those involved, both in organising and taking part - thank you.
The total for Property Fund envelopes for the same period in 2010 was £2023 so at present we are £530 (or 26%) up on the year. At the time of writing our May 2011 figure also looks like it will be up on the same figure last year. So, once again, sincere thanks for your continuing generosity to the Property Fund.






       Keith Morrison
United Appeal & Sunday School
As indicated in the financial notes, this Newsletter is issued with our annual joint appeal for the United Appeal and also for funds to support the work of our Sunday School.  The needs of our wider church both at home and overseas have been well publicised through the short DVDs which we viewed in church in recent weeks and other literature.  As also noted from Rob’s notes, we fell short of our target last year and are faced with an even bigger figure this year so we need to ‘dig deep’.

While our Sunday School funds are in good shape, as members are aware, we have an increasing number of young people attending JAM and Dee-ciples, the new names for our two groups.  These activities require our support both prayerfully and financially so I commend this appeal and trust for a generous response.







            Tom Johnston

PW – Afternoon

On Friday, 13th May, a group of 14 members travelled to Strean Church in Newtownards to visit the Flower Festival and view the recently refurbished church premises.  The Festival theme was ‘Sharing God’s Welcome’ and both the floral displays and the refurbished premises were truly magnificent. The visit was enhanced by the lovely tea which was enjoyed by all.  Thanks are recorded to all who attended and a special word of appreciation to Colin for providing the mini-bus transport.                                                                          
                                                                                  Elizabeth Burch 
Communion 

With Easter falling on the last Sunday in April this year, our Spring Communion has been postponed until Sunday 29th May at 11.30am.  This will be a special occasion when our newly elected elders will be participating for the first time.  It will also be special for a number of members who are coming to the Lord’s Table for the first time following the recent preparation series and for others who have transferred from other congregations. The usual invitations will be issued during the week commencing 23rd May and I would appeal to all communicant members to turn out to mark this important event in the life of First Donaghadee. 

                                                                                     Tom Johnston
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Mad Mondays

The Mad Mondays after school club finishes for the season on Monday 23rd May and will recommence on 12th September.

We would just like to take this opportunity to thank those members of the congregation who have so faithfully helped out in the club over the year, and other members of the congregation who have been supporting the club through prayer.  Your help and support is so very much appreciated.  The club could not function without you.

As we approach the summer months, please continue to remember the children of Mad Mondays in your prayers.







Colin and Debra Anderson

Church Committee Report

Much has been happening over the past twelve months and we as a congregation are grateful to Colin and the members of the Church Committee for driving forward the improvements and additions to the fabric and technology of our Church.  In the Autumn it will be necessary to elect a new Church committee and over the summer we would ask you to pray and think about suitable people to take on this vital role. Already we have a new Treasurer and Property Fund Convenor and I will be stepping down as Secretary to take on the task of Clerk of Session and so we would ask you to volunteer your talents to help take forward the work of furthering Christ's Kingdom in Donaghadee.

Following the recent developments of our audio visual facilities we now have the opportunity to provide sound on CD format and both sound and pictures on DVD.  Disks will be available in the church vestibule for visitors to collect and deliver to those who would like to avail of this service.  Most radios have the facility to play CDs and DVD players can be supplied at a cost of about £30.  Any members interested in having CDs or DVDs of our services are asked to speak to Rev Colin Anderson or their District Elder/Visitor.







  Sandy Dalzell
Christian Aid

This year’s Christian Aid Week finishes on 21st May although some envelopes may be collected after that date.  As usual our church has about 17 or 18 collectors working in the areas of the town allocated to us.  I am most grateful for the energy and enthusiasm of all of our collectors and a special word of thanks to the members of the Scout Group who kindly distributed envelopes to the houses in Edgewater.

                                                                                   Tom Johnston

New Elders – Ordination and Installation

The service on 8th May at 7pm was well attended with about 100 members and friends present to support and encourage our four new elders as they were ordained/installed to their offices.  The service, under the auspices of the Ards Presbytery, was conducted by the Moderator, Rev. Alistair Bates, assisted by Acting Clerk, Rev. Roger Purce, who also delivered the charge to Elders and Congregation.  As a congregation we give thanks for the commitment of our new elders, Anne, George, Keith and Ivan and wish them every blessing in their work for God’s Kingdom in First Donaghadee.

The service was followed by supper in the church hall and thanks are extended to Eleanor and her helpers for all their efforts.








Tom Johnston
PW Fellowship
 We are invited to the manse for a Pot Luck Supper with Debra on the evening of Monday 6th June.  This should be a tasty evening with lots of chat and we will enjoy the different savouries and sweets brought along by ourselves. Please join us if you are free on this date. I would like to encourage any lady in our congregation to consider coming to our evening meetings which will commence in October and end in March next year.

 






Elizabeth Dalzell
Young Peoples’ Day and Possible Barbeque

Our young folk are busy preparing for their special day on Sunday 5th June when they will be leading the service.  Members of the congregation are asked to show their support for the children and their leaders by their attendance on this special day.

It is hoped to revive the ‘After Service’ family barbeque at the Donaldson farm on Young Peoples’ Day.  Stephen and Alison have indicated their willingness to make their premises available but, before finalising arrangements, it will be necessary to know what level of interest there is for such an event.  Accordingly, a list has been placed in the vestibule of the church and anyone interested in attending the event is asked to add their name(s) as indicated as soon as possible and by Sunday, 29th May at the latest.  







                Tom Johnston
Events Committee 

The Table Quiz held in the Church Hall on Monday, 11th April was a great success with over 60 quizzers attending. The only complaint received was that our £3 admission charge was too low so the Events Committee may have to reconsider.

Even at the £3 rate we managed to raise over £200 for the Property Fund and thanks are due to all who supported the event, helped with the catering or provided prizes.

Ladies Day on 14th May was well supported, albeit mainly by ladies from outside the town and congregation, with over 60 participating. A separate note on the event appears elsewhere in this issue of the Newsletter but, as Events Committee Convenor, may I offer my congratulations and thanks to the members of the organising committee and also to the team of men who served tea/coffee in the morning and the buffet lunch not to mention the enormous task of washing up!! Very well done to all involved.

Our next event will be the Annual Coffee Morning and Sale which is planned for Saturday, 16th July starting at 10.30am so please make a note in your calendars and diaries.




         Tom Johnston  Events Committee Convenor
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Girls’ Brigade
Our annual Parents Night was held on Friday 6th May and the girls all did extremely well, with the little ones stealing the show!  We hope everyone enjoyed the night and we would like to thank all those who helped us in any way, in particular Colin, Jim, Eleanor and George.  

Our special guest for the night was former Captain, Hannah Irwin, who gave out the awards and prizes.  We would like to thank Hannah for this, all her help throughout the year and also for the Cup that she presented to the Company which will be awarded to the best overall girl every year;  this year it was awarded to Brooke Welsh.

We had a party in the Hall for the under 5s and Explorers on Thursday 13th

May which we all enjoyed.  Arrangements are currently being made for an

outing for the Juniors, Seniors and Brigader.

Finally don’t forget to check out Debra’s photographs on the Church

Website.







                   Jennifer MacDougall  Officer in Charge
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Scout Notes
This is a very busy time in the Scouting calendar of 2nd Donaghadee Scout Group as the Sections are busy with their respective outdoor activities and preparing to take a summer break.  

Squirrels have had a successful year with excellent attendance and fun filled activity programme.

Beavers completed their safety badge with a range of activities and enjoyed the District Beaver Day at Killynether Forest taking part in a ‘wool’ hunt and pursuing the trails to find items to put in their matchboxes!

Cubs have taken part in their District hockey event and are preparing for summer camp this weekend in Armagh.

Scouts were camping in Greyabbey and despite the rain had a good time.  They took part in the District Sports event at Regent House School.  They are now preparing for the Annual District Raft Race, County Flag and their summer camp in August at Tullymore near Newcastle.  Scouts delivered the Christian Aid envelopes in the Edgewater area of Donaghadee this year.

The Explorer Scouts and their leaders are getting excited about their trip to the World Scout Jamboree in Sweden in July/August and we wish them a safe and enjoyable experience.

St George’s Day in April was held in Conway Square, Newtownards to mark the centenary of Scouting in the Ards District. It was great to have a good turn out from the Group to mark this historic occasion.

Lynda Davidson received her Silver Acorn Award at the Awards Ceremony in the City Hall in Belfast and being accompanied by her family made this a wonderful occasion.  

In the life of any organisation there are people who make it special but there also comes a day when they decide that ‘special time’ comes to end so it is with regret I have accepted the retirement of Sandra Martin as our Beaver Leader.  Sandra has given much to the Beaver Colony and we wish her well in her retirement.

As we all prepare for the summer break, camps and trips we also look forward to what the next Scouting year brings as 2nd Donaghadee Scout Group will celebrate its 50th birthday.

                                                       Christine Rankin    Group Scout Leader
Ladies Day 2011

Our 8th Ladies Day was held on Saturday 14th May in the Church and Halls - a day when ladies take time out to rewind, relax and renew! It is a combined Churches event, involving the Parish, Methodist and Presbyterian churches in our town, and an inspirational occasion for all who attend. 60 ladies attended the various workshops during the morning – giving a choice of Basic First Aid, Women’s Aid, Silk Painting and Haiti.  Following a delicious salad buffet lunch, capably and cheerfully served by the men, we moved into Church for the Praise Service with Music Leader Mildred Rainey and our guest speaker Rev Karen Mbayo, whose inspiring and thought provoking talk was entitled ‘So, who do you think you are?’ 

Ladies Day brings visiting ladies from as far away as Lisburn, Ballygowan, Bangor and Belfast to join with us. If you haven’t made it to a Ladies Day yet why not make an effort to experience it for yourself next year? 

If you’ve any ideas for workshops or a special speaker you’d like to hear next year, please get in touch -  we’d be grateful to have your thoughts as we plan for Saturday 19th May 2012. 

                                                                     The Ladies Day committee




                                                                                  
Sunday 29th May – 7pm

Joint Praise Service 

in Donaghadee Methodist Church.

Special speaker – John Mbayo
Thursday Club – for seniors
Thursday Club meetings finished with our usual lunch in the Curragh Room followed by a coach outing.  Thirty-two passengers enjoyed the luxury of Desi’s Comficoach to Hillmount Garden Centre. With purchases made, we enjoyed afternoon tea and then a quick run to look at Rory McIlroy’s new home before heading back to Donaghadee.

Thursday Club begins again for the winter session on the second Thursday in October – 13th, so please make a note in your diary!








Anne Johnston
TO LET

Portstewart  Ground floor excellently maintained apartment to let.  

Close to prom. 2 bedrooms. Some availability June, August, September.

Sorry! No children. No pets. 

Please phone for further details   07811 387 343
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