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A young man has been travelling around the country with his friends and in the middle of those travels he touches people’s lives. He heals them of illnesses, he teaches them about the love of God and also about God’s judgment and wrath. He calms storms, walks on water and challenges the religious leaders of the day. He then makes his way to Jerusalem with one purpose in mind: to die a cruel death on a wooden cross! During Holy Week, this year, the four main denominational churches in the town will be reflecting on that week in the life of Jesus. It begins on Sunday evening, 17th April as we join our friends in Shore Street for an evening of words and music marking Palm Sunday.  In this Newsletter you will find what other events are happening. I encourage you to take an opportunity this Easter time to reflect on what Easter actually means. I encourage you as well to take the opportunity to share in fellowship with our many Christian friends in the town. And finally I encourage you to bring a friend along to one or more of the events. 
I wish you all a very pleasant Easter time.


Colin
Death


‘At rest with the Lord’
Mr Campbell Patton, 36 Moat Street, Donaghadee – 29th March 2011

As a Congregation ,we express our sincere sympathy 
to the Patton family circle.

Spring Communion 

As members are aware, our Communion is normally held on the last Sunday in April but as this year that is Easter Sunday the Session has agreed to postpone our Lord’s Supper Sacrament until the last Sunday in May – 28th.  The usual invitations will be issued in advance of the date.
New Elders
   Following the recent election it is pleasing to be able to report the appointment of four new Elders and, as a congregation of God’s people, we offer our warm congratulations and good wishes to George Beale, Ivan Currie, Keith Morrison and Ann Wright.
   The names having been announced to the congregation on earlier Sundays, were formally accepted at a special congregational meeting convened before the service on Sunday 3rd April in compliance with the Code of the PCI.  We now look forward to the special service of Ordination and Installation which will be held under the auspices of the Ards Presbytery in the church on Sunday, 8th May at 7pm.  This will be a very special occasion both for those directly concerned and also for our congregation and I would make a special appeal to all those members who can possibly do so to attend and, in so doing, wish our new elders every blessing and fulfilment in their future service of God’s Kingdom in First Donaghadee.




Tom Johnston, Clerk of Session
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Flower Rota
May –
Judith Purdy


June  - Debra Anderson

Flowers have been kindly donated by: -

April

3rd 
PW Groups


10th 
Colwell Family

17th 
Edna Palmer


24th 
Florence Roberts

May

1st  
Faye Gibson


8th 
Lynda Davidson

15th 
Christine Rankin

22nd 
Belle Matear
29th 
Derek Patterson
June

5th  
Sunday School

12th 
Ken Lennox
19th 
Gina Weston


26th
Judy Neville
Donations to the Flower Fund were received with thanks from – 
Frances Bowles and Maureen Donaldson.

Letters of thanks for Church flowers received from – 

Elvera Withers, Isobel Close and Marion & Billy Moore.
Debra Anderson / Judith Purdy
Holy Week

The four main churches in the town will be coming together this year to mark Holy Week with a series of events, which we hope will cater for all ages. 

Sunday 17th April 7pm
 
      Shore Street Presbyterian Church





     Words and music for Palm Sunday

Monday 18th April 7.30pm   

      First Presbyterian Church




        An evening of meditation and reflection

Tuesday 19th April 7.30pm


      First Presbyterian Church







                   Film night

Wednesday 20th April 7.30pm


       Methodist Church








    Youth Night

Thursday 21st April 7.00pm



  Parish Church (Hall)








    Agape Meal

Friday 22nd April 7.30pm


      First Presbyterian Church





           Good Friday Tenebrae Service

Sunday 24th April - Easter Sunday

     9.00am                       Sunrise Service at the Paddling Pool for everyone

     7.00pm                                                 Shore Street Presbyterian Church





   An evening of contemporary praise

In addition to the events outlined, each afternoon from 2pm – 4pm the four churches gather in First Presbyterian Church to offer an opportunity for meditation, reflection and prayer.









Colin
FINANCIAL NOTES
Freewill Offering 2011

Contributions to FWO and Sunday Collections up to 31 March 2011 are as follows:-

FWO & Sunday Collections:  £  12,983.15

Stipend:                                    £      260.00 

Total:
                                    £  13,243.15

Total for the same period in 2010 was £11,549.75 so at present we are ₤1693.40 (or 14.7%) up on the year to date.

United Appeal

The first envelopes for the 2011 United Appeal are included with this Newsletter, for return by Easter.  In 2010 we fell short of our target of honour for the year by ₤642.00. For this year the target of honour is again ₤6169 and we hope to make a good start towards meeting that target with this first round of the appeal. 






Rob McQuiston (Hon. Treasurer)
Property Fund 2011

Property Fund income from contributions, events, etc up to 31 March 2011 is as follows:-

Property Fund envelopes:
£      1798.50

Other income:


£      1110.00 

Total:



£      2908.50

The other income above includes £210.00 from the January Table Quiz, £400.00 from the Men’s Breakfast in early March and £400.00 from the recent Shoe and Jewellery Show. These impressive figures represent a great effort from all those involved, both in organising and taking part - thank you.

The total for Property Fund envelopes for the same period in 2010 was £1332.50 so at present we are £466.00 (or 35%) up on the year. Sincere thanks for your continuing generosity.








Keith Morrison

Gift Aid

At the recent AGM some of you may have heard Rob and I talk about the important and much needed contribution that Gift Aid is making to church funds. Gift Aid is a scheme introduced by the Chancellor that allows us to recover some of the tax you have paid when you make a contribution to the church. The value of your contribution to the church increases at no extra cost to you. 

Put simply, if you pay UK tax (including on private pensions or savings) and have completed a Gift Aid form or covenant, we can currently claim back 28p for every £1 you donate to the church. All you have to do is sign a form and we will do the rest. 

From 5 April 2011 the rate of Gift Aid is dropping to 25p for every £1 making it even more important that we claim what is available to us through your generous giving. I will provide more information on Gift Aid in the next few weeks but in the meantime if you want to know more or would like a form please contact me on 91 883100.

 






Keith Morrison 
5p Collection

Since 1st January I have received £71.55 in 5ps – this is a big increase on last year’s amount for the same period.  We have now completed one-sixth of the second mile so congratulations and thank you to all collectors. 

When I receive the Gift Aid total, you will find full information on the church notice-board located in the corridor outside the big hall.








Margaret Curragh
Church Committee Report

Committee are pleased to report that the transformation of the recording room is almost complete. It has been decorated in a most pleasing colour scheme and some new furniture has been obtained. Sincere thanks are expressed to all who have assisted in the work and disposal of surplus items from the room.  A special word of thanks to Jim Gibson who has been the guiding force and who has worked tirelessly to achieve a splendid result. It is also pleasing to note that a new clock is about to be installed at the front of the Church and this will be much appreciated by our congregation and the town's folk in general. We are to have the very latest state of the art movement which will change time automatically and  require minimal maintenance. 

 





Sandy Dalzell
Thanks . . .

To Rev Colin and Friends in First Donaghadee

Thank you very much for your kind words and lovely contemporary Belleek table-lamp presented to me on 20th March 2011.  The lamp will always remind me of my happy years as a Sunday School Teacher in First Donaghadee.




Sincerely yours, Emma Bell

To Rev Colin Anderson and congregation of First Presbyterian Church

I would like to express my sincere thanks for the lovely gift of a lamp which you gave me for being a long serving leader in our Scout Group.

My church means a lot to me especially the people within and the Scout Group in particular.


Sincerely yours,  Lynda Davidson

Freewill Offering Rota   

April   A. Dalzell,   C. Kerr,   Miss E. Bell,   Mrs E. Dalzell

May
T. Johnston,   W. McCausland,   W. Leighton,   Mrs E. Burch

June
G. Purdy,   K. Lennox,   R. Barr,   K. Morrison
[image: image4.emf]Mad Mondays

The Mad Mondays after school club is now averaging 20 children a week!   It has also been very encouraging that one of the parents is now helping out on the rota and that another one of the children is now attending “JAM”. 

We have just finished the story of David and have moved on to a DVD called the “Read & Share Bible” which takes stories from both the New Testament and Old Testament.  We have so far watched the stories of  ‘Creation’, ‘Noah’ and ‘Joseph’.  The children really seem to enjoy the colourful animation and there is certainly plenty of competition after the story to answer questions correctly to get a sticker!

Please continue to remember the children of Mad Mondays in your prayers.

The Mad Mondays Team

[image: image5.wmf]Ignite continues to meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month from 7.00 –   8.00pm in the Taylor Room and we have been looking at the book of Mark through the‘CY Nano’ Programme.  We also enjoy the occasional game on the Wii console followed by biscuits and mugs of mochas and cappuccinos!
If you know of any young people who are not members of the church but would be interested in coming along, please invite them along as they will be made most welcome. 
Colin Anderson / Justin McConnell

Thursday Club – for seniors 
The Thursday Club will meet on 14th April at 12.15pm for our usual lunch in the Curragh room, followed by an afternoon outing by Comficoach to Hillmount Garden Centre in the Castlereagh Hills where afternoon tea will be served.  We plan to return to Donaghadee  at around 5 to 5.30pm.  We have a few seats available on the bus so if you would like to join us please contact Anne 9188 3509.  
First Presbyterian Church Donaghadee

Presbytery of Ards

SERVICE OF 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION

of

NEW ELDERS

on

Sunday, 8th May at 7.00pm

A warm invitation is extended to all members
A thought . . .

Not all the darkness in the world can put out the light of one small candle.
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Girls’ Brigade
All of the girls have been working hard finishing off their badge-work for the year.  The under fives have enjoyed their rhymes, crafts and games, the Explorers have had fun in the kitchen and the Juniors have been working to produce a magazine to let people know what they do in GB and what they enjoy about it.  The Seniors have completed their Young Hostess badge-work by hosting and cooking a three course meal for Hannah and Roger and Lois has successfully completed the 4 year Brigader course and will be presented with her Brigader Brooch at the upcoming Parents Night.   

We are all now practicing hard for Parents Night which will be held on Friday 6th May.  We hope that you will all be available to come along and support this important night for the girls and leaders.  





Jennifer MacDougall  Officer in Charge
The Scout Group

[image: image7.emf]Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are generally busy completing badge work at this time of year before the outdoor activities begin. 

Beavers enjoyed a trip to the library in March.  The younger sections made Mother’s Day gifts and look forward to the activities for Easter.  

Our Annual Scout Service was held on Sunday March 13th when the young people took part in the service. It was encouraging to have so many parents and friends of the Scout Group with us.  Mrs Lynda Davidson who has completed over 40 years service with us received a gift from the Church in recognition for her service and we are delighted to hear she has been awarded the Silver Acorn for services to Scouting.  Both this gift and award are richly deserved.

During the service Rev Colin Anderson was invested as our Chaplain and we are very pleased that he has taken up this post and give him a very warm welcome to Scouting.

Our next event is St George’s Day which this year will be held on Sunday 17th April in Conway Square in Newtownards (weather permitting).  If raining, we will make our way to St Mark’s Parish Church. This year marks the centenary of Scouting in the Ards District and there are a number of activities organised which we as a Group are planning to attend.




Christine Rankin Group Scout Leader 
JAM

We currently have 10 children up to Year 6 attending JAM.  In the past weeks we have watched a DVD and then talked about what we have seen.  This is followed by an activity, for example when our topic was Jeremiah the Potter, Sarah brought in clay and the young people made little pots.  We will soon be starting to practice for our Young People’s Service which will be on the 5th June and it would be great if everyone could be at JAM as often as possible. 

We are delighted to have the number of young people we have but more would be even better.  Please encourage any young people you know to come along to JAM where they will learn about the Bible and also have fun.  





JAM Leaders
Dee-ciples 

Dee-ciples came about when we realized that the Sunday school had grown; the age gap between the younger children and the older ones was something that we needed to address.

As you know we meet at 11.30am upstairs in the Taylor room, where we have a hot drink and a snack and a short social time. We have been working through the first book in a series called First Steps. We are close to the end of the first book called Discovering Jesus.

We have been greatly encouraged by the commitment to attend by our young people, and they have grown in numbers. We allow plenty of time for discussion as we look at each topic. One thing we agreed on at the start was that we would have no time constraints on our mornings to finish a topic, to allow the open discussions to take their natural course. Through this there is a much greater chance for all to learn together.

We thank you for your support and prayers, and pray that God will continue working in all our young children’s lives.

Rhonda and Justin

A thought . . .

Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen.







Events Committee 
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The Men’s Breakfast on Saturday, 5th March, was attended by over 60 men who enjoyed the hearty meals cooked by the Events Committee ‘Team’.  Our guest speaker, PSNI Chief Constable, Matt Baggott, gave an inspiring talk on the theme of ‘Relationships’ both in our faith and day-to-day life.  The event was also a financial success as some £400 was raised for the Property Fund.  The opportunity is taken to express my personal thanks to all members of the ‘Team’ with a special word of appreciation to new recruit, Colin, with his ‘hot-plates-in-the-yard’ facility.
The Shoe and Jewellery Show on 28th March attracted the biggest ever turnout of almost 80 ladies who enjoyed Kate Boyd’s racy patter and the multitude of wares on show by herself and Wendy Currie of Copeland Antiques.  This was another very successful event which was obviously enjoyed by all present and also resulted in £400 being raised for the benefit of the Property Fund.  Once again, our sincere thanks are due to Kate and Pamela, Wendy and Susan and to all those involved as organisers, helpers or supporters. 

Coming Events: Our next event is a Table Quiz in the Church Hall on Monday, 11th April at 7.45 for 8pm. Once again we would encourage church organisations to put up teams but will be delighted to see as many teams of individuals as possible from both within and beyond our church membership.  So do your best to come along and enjoy the craic!  The price is a very modest £3 for adults and £1.50 for young folk.

Arrangements for Ladies Day on Saturday 14th May are well in hand and leaflets are now available. See separate article in this edition of the Newsletter.  And, looking further ahead, our Summer Coffee Morning has been arranged for Saturday, 16th July.











Tom Johnston (Convenor)   

A thought . . .

Some people try to get even with those who have done them a wrong. 
Why not try to get even with those who have done you a kindness?

Ladies Day – a joint churches event

Ladies – it’s YOUR Day on Saturday 14th May  9.30am – 3pm

At the morning workshops you will have a choice of two from the following – Silk Painting, Women’s Aid, Basic First Aid, Haiti - full details in our hand-out leaflet.  A salad buffet lunch will be served by the menfolk – not to be missed! Then in the afternoon the special speaker will be Rev Karen Mbayo (chaplain at Queen’s University) and music by Mildred Rainey (from Coleraine). Located in the church vestibule you will be able to purchase books from Faith Mission Books, Fair Traid goods and greetings cards by Hilary Girvan.

Please book early to avoid disappointment.  Note that if you just plan to attend the Praise Service  1.45pm – 3pm there’s no need to book.  If you haven’t been before, make a point of coming this year to support the event.  We’d love to see you there!

The Ladies Day committee
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Love-in-a-Box Appeal 2010
A letter of thanks has been received from Blythswood Care for 101 filled Christmas boxes and you will find this displayed on the church notice board in the corridor.

Thank you to those who left shoe-boxes and full or part-rolls of paper in the vestibule – please continue to do so.
   Margaret Curragh
Water Aid

Thanks to all who have contributed loose change to the Water Aid bucket in the vestibule.  The opportunity to donate will be available until Easter and all proceeds will help in providing better water and sanitation facilities for people in under developed countries around the world.
A thought . . .
Where there’s a big job to be done, there can be four kinds of ‘bones’ –

WISHBONES – people who want everybody else to do the work

JAWBONES -  people who talk a lot, but do very little else

KNUCKLEBONES – people who ‘knock’ everything others try to do

BACKBONES – people who roll up their sleeves and get on with the work.

Church Lunch and AGM
The Lunch and Annual General Meeting held after the service on 20th March was attended by approximately 70 members who enjoyed a meal of stew, soup, apple tart, tea/coffee, etc., well prepared and served by Mrs Eleanor Leighton and her team of (mostly lady) helpers.

The Annual Meeting followed the usual pattern with annual reports for 2010 being distributed and accounts being reviewed by Hon. Treasurer, Rob McQuiston and Property Fund Treasurer, Keith Morrison.  The Rev Colin Anderson reviewed the past – very busy – 11 months and paid a special tribute to Debra for all her support and hard work.

The opportunity was also taken to acknowledge outstanding service by a number of people with presentations by Sandy Dalzell to Robin Black for his excellent service as Treasurer and FWO Treasurer; by Tom Johnston to Emma Bell for long and devoted service as a Sunday School Leader; and by George Purdy to Ken Lennox for his lengthy period of excellent work as Property Fund and Gift Aid Treasurer.

Moderator Colin referred to the fact that both Rev. Eddie Conn and Rev. Dr. George Eagleson had been ordained to the Presbyterian Ministry some 55 years ago in 1956 and it was fitting that we should mark that occasion.   Unfortunately Rev. Conn was unable to attend due to his being in hospital but Colin was pleased to present an inscribed picture to Dr Eagleson who suitably replied.  The presentation to Mr Conn will be made at a future opportunity.

                                                                                      Tom Johnston
NOTE RE ANNUAL REPORTS: Those members who were unable to attend the AGM will receive their copies of the 2010 Annual Report with this issue of the Newsletter.


I shall not pass this way again . . .

I expect to pass through this world but once.

Any good thing therefore that I can do, or any kindness

that I can show to any fellow creature,

Let me do it now.

Let me not defer or neglect it.

For I shall not pass this way again..





Stephen Grellet (1773 – 1855)

Easter

Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman.  He worked in a carpenter’s shop until he was thirty, and then for three years he was an itinerant preacher.  He had no credentials but himself.  While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him.  His friends – the twelve men who had learned so much from him, and had promised him their enduring loyalty – ran away and left him.  He went through a mockery of a trial; he was nailed upon a cross between two thieves; when he was dead, he was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.

Yet I am well within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon earth as has this one solitary life.

Crucified Redeemer

   

O crucified Redeemer,

Whose life blood we have spilt,

To thee we raise our guilty hands,

And humbly own our guilt.

Today we see thy passion

Spread open to our gaze;

The crowded street, the country cot,

In Calvary displays.

Wherever love is outraged,

Wherever hope is killed,

Where man still wrongs his 



           brother man,

Thy passion is fulfilled.

We see thy tortured body,

We see the wounds that bleed,

Where brotherhood hangs crucified,

Nailed to the cross of greed.

We hear thy cry of anguish,

We see thy life outpoured.

Where battle-field runs red 

                                     with blood,

Our brothers’ blood, O Lord.

And in that bloodless battle,

The fight for daily bread,

Where might is right and self is king,

We see thy thorn-crowned head.

The groaning of creation

Wrung out by pain and care,

The anguish of a million hearts

That break in dumb despair.

O crucified Redeemer,

These are thy cries of pain;

O may they break our selfish hearts

And love come in to reign.

                                                                                                                                                                                        Timothy Rees
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The Passion Flower 
So many things about this flower remind us of the Easter story.  The flower really comes from the hot countries of South America where it grows wild.  The sort that grows in this country is smaller.  It is a climbing plant.

This type has ten petals – creamy with a very slight green tinge.  The flower is about 5 – 6cm across.  This represents the halo, or the glory of Christ.

The coloured threads inside the flower represent the crown of thorns, the white tint represents the purity of Christ and the pale blue represents Heaven.

The tall column in the centre of the flower is the seed box or ovary and represents the pillar of the cross.

There are five stamens which represent the soldiers’ hammers.  The five antlers at the top of the stamens are the five wounds of Christ.

The three styles at the top of the seed box represent the nails with which Christ was nailed to the Cross.

The rather pointed leaves remind us of the soldiers’ spears.

The tendrils with which the plant climbs remind us of the whips with which Jesus was beaten.

The flower blooms for only three days and these represent the three years that Jesus had to do His work here on earth.
Christian Aid Week
The annual CA Week is just around the corner. This year’s dates are 15th – 21st May and I am hoping that all our loyal church collectors will be available as in previous years. If you or anyone you know would be prepared to help with this very worthy work I would be delighted to hear from you or them by early May, please.

       

  Tom Johnston
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